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“A Nation that fails to plan intelligently for the development and protection of its precious waters will be condemned to wither because of shortsightedness. The hard lessons of history are clear, written on the deserted sands and ruins of once proud civilisations.” Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th President of the United States of America.
Date item sourced will be bold in black – Where item sourced from will also be bold in black unless the source is an overseas media source then it will be in bold red and the headline will continue as is bold green underlined.
Drought still ravages much of Australia and the inflows into the Murray-Darling Basin are decreasing so the supply within the Basin and to places that source water from the Basin is struggling to be met and on top of that we have a Global economy sliding into recession and the predictions of ‘climate change’. Irrespective of the above, selfishness and an Un-Australian culture are thriving. If we across the Basin do not force, especially Local Government, and then our Federal and State Governments to show leadership what hope have we got?        
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Media release - NSW Government Department of Water & Energy

Wakool River stock and domestic flow to recommence

The NSW Department of Water and Energy said today that a planned stock and domestic replenishment flow for the Wakool River system would recommence on Monday. The replenishment flow was postponed three weeks ago in response to two large fish kills in the Wakool River system, caused by reduced dissolved oxygen levels in the water due a record breaking heatwave. “Dissolved oxygen levels and temperatures have returned to levels that are considered safe for fish and cooler weather is expected over for the next 10 days,” said the Department’s Deputy Director-General, David Harriss.

“This provides the ideal window of opportunity to release this much-needed stock and domestic water to landholders along the Wakool River system and to replenish pools that are still providing refuge for native fish. “There are a hundred or so landholders who are at real risk of running out of water for their stock. “Should this happen we would face a real crisis trying to water or move this stock to prevent losses.

“Refuge pools for native fish are also drying up and NSW Fisheries has advised that we need to get more water down the Wakool River system soon to replenish fish habitat.” Mr Harriss said that the decision to release the remaining water into the Colligen/Niemur, Merran and Wakool/Yallakool systems had been made in agreement with local landholder groups and NSW Fisheries.

This decision has not been taken lightly and we’ve consulted the experts and local landholders to ensure that the risk of future fish kills is minimised.” “Whilst we don’t anticipate further water quality problems, should this happen we have contingency plans in place to block and extract any back water flows and protect fish habitat.” The Department will continue to monitor water quality closely and continue to consult with the Murray-Darling Freshwater Research Centre and NSW Fisheries.
Custom Notice - State Water –Lower Darling River flows to Increase.

Customers in the Lower Darling Valley are advised that from Wednesday 11 March, water flows from Menindee Lakes over Weir 32 will be progressively increased from the current rate of 170 ML/day to 2000ML/day by the middle of March.

State Water is increasing the releases under the direction of the Department of Water and Energy to avoid spilling of Lake Wetherell. According to current forecasts, around 12,000 ML will be released. This small volume is not being stored in Lake Pamamaroo, as most would be lost to dead storage and evaporation during the autumn months. Customers are advised to consider the planned increases in flow when planning their activities and move stock and/or equipment if necessary.

From: "SA Premier and Ministers" - SA to lead fight against climate change with Sustainable Building Innovation Fund
The State Government has announced a $2 million Sustainable Building Innovation Fund to help drastically cut the greenhouse gas emissions of South Australia’s commercial buildings. Premier Mike Rann, who is also Minister for Sustainability & Climate Change, said Adelaide’s commercial buildings emit over one million tonnes of greenhouse gas every year. “Improving the sustainability of these buildings could help cut their emissions and running costs by over 20 percent and could reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 70,000 tonnes a year - or close to one-and-a-half billion black balloons,” Mr Rann said.

Minister for Energy Patrick Conlon, who is also the Minster for Infrastructure, announced details of the Fund at the opening of the Sustainable Urban Growth Conference in Adelaide today. “The fund is designed to support innovations being trialled for the first time in Australia,” Mr Conlon said. “This will help secure South Australia as the nation’s leader in retrofitting existing office buildings to significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions in an innovative and publicly demonstrable manner.” Designs and technologies the fund would consider include:
Low carbon and renewable energy systems such as co-generation, air engines, solar thermal, aqua-thermal and solar panels
High efficiency facades such as veils, second skins, lightweight secondary surfaces and green roofs
Passive thermal designs such as increased thermal mass, night cooling systems, sprayed roof systems and green walls.
The fund supports the third sector agreement entered into under the Climate Change and Greenhouse Emissions Reduction Act 2007 between the State Government and the Property Council of Australia.

The fund complements the Australian Government’s Green Building Fund by supporting innovations being trialled for the first time in Australia (or in the process of being trialled successfully for the first time in Australia.)  
South Australian commercial building owners are being urged to apply to both funds.
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The Property Council’s SA Division has described the South Australian fund as the single most significant State Government program to combat climate change in the nation. The Council’s Executive Director Nathan Paine says the easiest and cheapest way of delivering deep cuts to emissions is to improve the environmental performance of existing buildings.
“Existing stock accounts for 96 percent of all buildings. The fund will further assert South Australia’s leadership in this crucial avenue and it’s a credit to the State Government that it remains committed to maintaining that position,” Mr Paine said. Peter Head, a Director of global design firm Arup and commissioner on the London Sustainable Development Commission, has also praised the fund. 
“The solutions to climate change require new ways of approaching our cities and of living and working. South Australia has an excellent and innovative fund to retrofit commercial buildings to help reduce their greenhouse emissions,” Mr Head said.
To apply for funding from or find out more about the Sustainable Building Innovation Fund or the Australian Government’s Green Building Fund visit: www.climatechange.sa.gov.au.

The Sustainable Urban Growth Conference, at Adelaide’s Festival Centre, is a joint initiative of the State Government (through the Land Management Corporation) and the Property Council.

The line-up of international sustainable design experts at the conference includes Adelaide Thinker in Residence, Professor Laura Lee from Pittsburgh’s Carnegie Mellon University.

FarmOnline - Rabbitscan moves centre stage in rabbit war
The researcher, Dr Brian Cooke, who was instrumental in the introduction of calicivirus (now called RHDV), has warned that rabbits are developing genetic resistance to the virus. So Rabbitscan, which is intended to create a map of rabbits—and where rabbits are not—from at least 5,000 sites across Australia, has moved centre stage in the latest phase of the 150-year old rabbit war. It's now a key part of a national fight back to offset the fall-off in the effectiveness of calicivirus. In 1995, Quinyambie Station, SA, was carrying an estimated 20 million rabbits across its 12,000 square kilometres of sandy ridges, northwest of Broken Hill. The fortunes of this rabbit-ravaged property began to turn around in October 1995, when the deadly rabbit calicivirus escaped controlled tests on Wardang Island and began to advance through the outback rabbit population at a steady 18 km a day.

By early 1996, the rabbit shooters, who had once been able to kill up to 400 rabbits a night on Quinyambie, had packed up and gone home, unable to find enough rabbits to keep themselves going. For 13 years, Australia’s outback has had a good respite from the animal that was threatening to turn huge tracts of land into Sahara-like desert. “There’s still patches of calicivirus around, but we’re seeing more and more rabbits coming back,” said Paul Jonas, the current manager of Kidman-owned Quinyambie. Mr Jonas said that even station owners in the Flinders Ranges, a region long in drought, are reporting that the bunnies seem to be coming back. This is a nightmare scenario for Broken Hill station owner David Lord, who has waged a lifelong battle against rabbits on his property “Thackaringa”.

As chairman of the Rabbit Management Advisory Group (RMAG), Mr Lord has devised what will be Australia’s first rabbit census. Called The RabbitScan Challenge, the proposed map will become a benchmark from which to assess future population movements, and the basis for appeals for more investment in rabbit research and control. During RabbitScan month, starting on May 1, anyone interested in spending a little time in the bush — schoolchildren, shooters, four-wheel-drive clubs, farmers — will be asked to conduct a survey of rabbits at selected sites and report their findings to a website, www.rabbitscan.net.au Schools in particular are being encouraged to get involved, with special Teacher Kits available to help guide the exercise.

Using Google Earth technology, the collated information will be used to create a “rabbit map” of Australia. “Australian agriculture is still losing $110 million every year to rabbits, “ Mr Lord said. “It’s been proven that one rabbit per hectare can suppress all regeneration of native vegetation. “With anecdotal evidence that the effects of RHDV are declining, we need governments to fund the next wave of biological controls. "Creating an evidence-based rabbit map is a step toward showing how rabbits are moving, and how populations might be changing.”

The Invasive Animals Cooperative Research Centre (IACRC), co-funded by Australian Wool Innovation and Meat and Livestock Australia, is investigating why the effects of RHDV are patchy, and how to improve the effectiveness of the virus.

CRC researchers are also developing a new warren fumigator, using the cleaner and more humane carbon monoxide gas, and are working on a freeze-dried shelf stable RHDV product that will make it easier for land managers to introduce the virus to rabbit populations. Pre-RHDV, Mr Lord said each warren on “Thackaringa” was carrying about 50 rabbits, with 10 rabbits known to eat the equivalent of what one sheep would eat.

When RHDV rampaged through the property in November 1995, it killed an estimated 750,000 rabbits, which were applying grazing pressure equivalent to about 75,000 sheep. The RabbitScan project, as dreamed up by Mr Lord, is intended to provide the first evidence-based map of rabbits in Australia. It is a strategy aimed at benchmarking rabbit populations and providing the basis for future funding of biological and other rabbit controls, hopefully preventing the world’s worst animal pest from repeating the colossal damage it caused to Australia during the 20th Century.
ETS to lift retail food prices
The government continues to overlook the likely impact of its proposed emissions trading scheme (ETS) on higher retail food prices, according to the Australian Food and Grocery Council (AFGC). AFGC chief executive Kate Carnell says: “The government has been saying all along that ETS costs will be passed through the supply chain. "But, except for heating and cooling costs, we still have no evidence of what this will mean to everyday consumer purchases - like bread and milk.”
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Ms Carnell welcomed the Senate Select Committee on Climate Policy inquiry into the choice of an ETS as the central policy to reduce carbon emissions. However, she expressed dismay at the fact that this important issue was left to a last minute Senate Committee. “Given the nature and the size of legislative changes, it’s critical that we get the policy right," he says. 

“Obligations imposed up and downstream of the farm gate mean that carbon costs will be passed right through the food supply chain to consumers. "This will undoubtedly result in significantly higher food, beverage and grocery prices for Australian produced products. “In addition to everyday household price increases, this policy will compromise the domestic and international competitiveness of Australia’s largest manufacturing industry. 

“We look forward to the Senate Inquiry’s findings on how an Australian system would operate in the absence of a global agreement. "The last thing we want is for jobs and emissions to be exported off shore. “Our industry wants to be able to continue to supply safe, fresh and high quality food and grocery products to consumers.” Meanwhile, yesterday, Shadow Parliamentary Secretary for Water Resources and Conservation, Mark Coulton, again blasted the government for not highlighting the role of Australia’s agriculture sector in its badly flawed Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme draft legislation.

This has again left farmers in the dark over how the controversial legislation will affect the future of their industry. He claims the Federal Government has jeopardised the future viability of the agricultural industry by attempting to rush through this draft legislation before the sector is fully included. 

He accused Climate Change and Water Minister Penny Wong, in particular, of failing to recognise the benefits the agricultural sector already plays in reducing carbon levels, through measures such as carbon sequestration and farm forestry. 

“The agricultural industry needs to have the opportunity to opt into an emissions trading scheme because of the enormous benefits that come from sequesting soil in carbon,” he claims. 
Call to lift water cap
Pressure is building on farmers and the Victorian government to lift the restrictions on the trade of water out of that state before a lengthy and costly High Court challenge from South Australia begins. SA premier Mike Rann said last week that a team of lawyers and scientific experts were investigating ways to challenge the restrictive 4 per cent cap on water trades out of Victoria, threatening to head all the way to the High Court if Victoria did not back down from its position. In addition to the 4pc cap on trades is a 10pc restriction on water holdings belonging to non-landholders, which could add to the Federal Government's woes in attempting to buy water in Victoria. Mr Rann argued last week that it was 'the only recourse' left because SA's Lower Lakes and Coorong were dying and in urgent need of water.

It is well known Water Minister Penny Wong wants the cap in Victoria gone and last week at a meeting with farmers in Goondiwindi, on the Queensland/ NSW border, she told them to unite and fight the Victorian Farmers Federation to have the restrictions removed. NSW Irrigators Council chief executive officer Andrew Gregson said it was up to Ms Wong to apply pressure to the government in Victoria and have the restrictions removed, ahead of any lengthy court battle, which would not deliver any water to the Murray system for years. Mr Gregson said NSW Irrigators Council opposed the Victorian cap because it made NSW a soft target in the government's water buyback plan. NSW Irrigators will soon brief Mr Rann, and SA River Murray Minister Karlene Maywald on their concerns.

Mr Rann had initially said the challenge would focus on upstream users in the basin, including NSW and Queensland, but his position has softened to just Victoria. Mr Gregson said irrigators in NSW just wanted "a level playing field" and if barriers to trade were not removed in Victoria, they should be allowed in other basin states. The council wants producers to be able to sell their water to the Federal Government, or else compulsory acquisitions could be used to meet water saving targets in the Murray Darling. Victorian Farmers Federation president Simon Ramsay said he was feeling no pressure yet for Victoria to let its guard down on water trading.

Mr Ramsay said the government was in joint agreement with other basin states on water sharing, and that agreement was made with a 4pc cap in place until 2009-10 when it was likely to be expanded to a 6pc cap until 2014. "We signed up with everyone in the knowledge about 4pc cap," he said. "So it's a bit rough for people to start bleating about it now. "We want and we need a uniform approach to buying water given we're the only state right now that can provide water, we bare the most risk. We're not feeling any pressure. Penny Wong would love to see that cap removed, she sees it as restrictive, but we're not sorry about our restrictions to help protect irrigation communities along the Murray." Mr Ramsay said he did not see NSW as a 'soft target' and in line for the bulk of the water buyback focus, arguing the state's water was very over-allocated anyway and it would not provide the environmental outcomes the government was looking for because at the moment the government could really only buy air and paper licences. 

ABC Online – Australia – Water academic calls for audit of Murray Darling lakes
A water expert has called for an independent audit to look at which lakes and billabongs are left to fate as the Murray Darling Basin dries up. Professor Mike Young, from the University of Adelaide, says the Senate Committee for Rural and Regional Affairs should consider the case for running the audit. He says every lock, weir and structure should be assessed to decide, which ones are left open and which should no longer receive water. "In parallel with that, we need urgently to put in place mechanisms to enable us to be much clever with river management," he says. "(We need) to look seriously at changing river heights by quite large amounts. We've become accustomed to running the river at one height."

The Age - Melbourne, Australia – Weir will kill SA's Lower Lakes: Greens
A proposed weir near the mouth of the River Murray will be the death of South Australia's Lower Lakes region, the Greens say.
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SA's government on Thursday received a draft environmental impact statement into building a temporary weir at Wellington, above Lake Alexandrina. The report described the state's water security as at extreme risk, saying without a freshwater solution, the government will have no choice but to build the weir. Greens Senator Sarah Hanson-Young says a Wellington weir won't save the parched Lower Lakes region. "This and other proposed weirs will do nothing to save the Lower Lakes, but instead will set down the path for the SA government to flood the lakes with salt water," she said in a statement on Friday.

"This weir would be environmentally devastating for the lower Murray. "Damming the river and flooding the lakes with salt water does not amount to protecting them." The Environment and Heritage draft report is open for public comment until April 8, after which the report will be forwarded to the federal government to decide whether to approve the state building the weir.

Senator Hanson-Young said an integrated strategy is needed to rescue the lower Murray and Coorong and called on federal Environment Minister Peter Garrett to reject the weir proposal.
The Border Mail – Australia – Amphibians at home in river venture
The Murray at Corowa was yesterday swamped by amphibians of the mechanical kind. A fleet of 10 amphibious army jeeps and a sole amphibious leisure craft took to the water for the annual Corowa Swim-In. They were joined by 130 military vehicles on land for the 30th consecutive annual gathering of Khaki Vehicle Enthusiasts. Sydney’s Trevor Boyle made a big splash with his 1943 general-purpose amphibious jeep, which he bought in pieces and restored. “We have done several trips down the Murray two weeks at a time and we thoroughly enjoy the river,” he said. “Now we are just looking for a spot to get it in the water today, it’s a bit muddy around the banks but we will get it in.” All eyes were on the vehicle as it made its way into the water, but the jeep had a bit of trouble making it back up the muddy bank and had to be pulled in with the help of 10 men.

Khaki Vehicle Enthusiasts president Rick Cove said participants came from all over Australia. “We have one guy here who has brought an armoured vehicle by boat from Tasmania,” he said. However, it wasn’t just army and military vehicles being paraded, with an amphibious leisure craft also taking to the water. “Its front wheels act as a rudder and it’s very easy to drive,” driver Boyd Wyatt said. Brisbane’s Sean O’Donnell, who built the vehicle, described it as a pleasure craft but said it did have a functional purpose. “This is our first event and we came down here to see more vehicles swimming,” he said. 

Website: www.environment.sa.gov.au/cllmm/temporary-weir.html 
Securing South Australia's water supply

The Murray-Darling Basin is experiencing the worst drought since records began in 1891. 

The Lower Lakes’ levels have dropped well below sea level and soils that have been under water for centuries have now been exposed. This can cause acidification, (an over stated problem) resulting in ecological damage and rendering the water unsuitable for any purpose (seawater or overly saline water is not good for much except the demise of much of our Lower lakes Flora & Fauna – we haven’t given up – why should we pay for total inaction of our State Government?).  The movement of acidic water upstream, as well as increased salinity in the Lower Lakes, caused by low river flows could put (ADELAIDE”S) drinking water supplies at risk.

Construction of a temporary weir near Pomanda Island (below Wellington) is being considered by the Government of South Australia to protect water supplies. A temporary weir would secure the fresh water between Wellington and Blanchetown and protect the quality and volume of water at the main pump off-takes below Lock 1 by creating a physical barrier between the Lakes and the main river channel.

A temporary weir remains a last resort, emergency measure to ensure that drinking water is protected for 1.2 million South Australians who receive supply from below Lock 1.

Last resort, the worse case scenario. When we said four, five, six or even seven years ago, “Plan for the worse and hope for the best” we didn’t expect the Minister and the Government to sit on their hands which is difficult with your head in the sand and if you pray – I don’t – its also hard whilst sitting on your hands or with your head in the sand. For the first time in the 64 years I have been associated with and loved myriver I am frightened for our future and the future of my children and their children. How much longer can we survive with the leaders we have and persons like Federal Minister for the Murray-Darling Basin and ‘climate change’ Senator Penny Wong MP because she is a waste of space whose use by date has passed, history will crucify her. 

Do we need to flood the Lower Lakes with seawater to stop acidification?

Regrowth is appearing through the Acid Sulfate Soils.

With the help of committed volunteers the Lower Lakes are being healed by bioremediation.
Let’s work with this natural process by planting, mulching and liming.

Acid Sulfate soils can be treated.

Want to discover the truth about the Murray and Lower Lakes go to:
  www.stoptheweir.com

www.davidwinderlich.net

www.hurrysavethemurray.com 

Please forward this information to your friends.

14th
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Stock and Land - Fairfax, Australia – NSW hits out at water buybacks
The NSW Farmers’ Association has expressed its concern over the Murray Darling Basin water buyback proposal and its potential negative impact on NSW. President Jock Laurie says the association is particularly concerned about the implications of the buybacks on the future of irrigation in NSW. “The Commonwealth will purchase $1.9 billion of water from the Murray Darling Basin over the next four years,” Mr Laurie said. "This includes the $500 million that was brought forward as a result of negotiations around the economic stimulus package. “Our concern is that these buybacks will not be spread equitably across the four states in the Murray Darling Basin.

"So NSW will be burdened with the majority of water purchases. “Victoria has protected its irrigators from the buyback by installing a 10pc cap on the amount of water that can be traded out of the State.” This barrier to trade was negotiated by Victoria under the inter-governmental agreement on Murray Darling Basin Reform. “The 10pc cap restricts the trade of water from Victoria, which, as a result, is likely to see the majority of water purchases coming from NSW,” Mr Laurie said.

The association is calling for a stop to the water buyback process until a level playing field can be established between Victoria, South Australia, Queensland and NSW.

“The sale of water out of irrigation systems has flow on effects to the remaining farmers and agricultural communities,” Mr Laurie said. “For example, consideration must be given to the long-term viability of shared infrastructure when irrigators sell their water and no longer contribute to maintenance costs. “Similarly, small businesses, towns and indeed entire communities that depend on the flow-on from irrigation are potentially threatened by the buyback process.”

According to Mr Laurie, while removing trade barriers doesn’t remove the threat to irrigators and communities, it spreads the risk. “The Federal Government needs to recognise that the buybacks have the potential to decimate rural communities,” Mr Laurie said. "It is essential that a plan be in place to determine where water is going to be purchased, and how it is to be used, so that the impacts can be spread evenly across the states. “The association has opposed the water buybacks under these conditions and the association will continue to work to ensure the NSW irrigation industry is treated in a fair manner." 

ABC Online – Australia – Murray inflows lowest recorded
River Murray inflows have hit a new low, with the latest drought report from the Murray-Darling Basin Authority showing February inflows were the lowest in recorded history. February inflows were just 40 gigalitres, less than a quarter of the long-term average. South Australia's independent water commissioner, Robyn McLeod, says the inflows reinforce the ever-worsening situation for the River Murray. "We are in fact now lower than we were in 2006, which is seen historically as the worst year the system has ever faced," she said. An environmental impact statement released yesterday says building a weir at Wellington on the lower Murray in South Australia may be the only way to secure freshwater supplies as the drought continues. Ms McLeod agrees with the State Government that the weir is still a last resort for securing South Australia's water supply.

Murray wetlands delisting possible, warns Ramsar member

A member of the Ramsar task force says the lower lakes of the drought-hit Murray and the neighbouring Coorong could be delisted as wetlands of international significance. Mike Geddes from the task force says the worsening condition of the wetlands would be grounds for their removal from the list. A challenge would have to be mounted to the International Ramsar Committee. Dr Geddes says the Federal Government would have a case to answer. "It does come down to this judicial process and, if enough effort were put in by enough people, I think the Federal Government would have a case to answer at the International Ramsar Committee," he said.

Weir report suggests water options running out
A new report says building a weir at Wellington on the lower Murray in South Australia may be the only way to secure fresh water supplies as drought continues. An environmental impact statement (EIS) on the weir proposal says the public water supply has become extremely vulnerable. It says a weir may be the only feasible option. The report also says the southern bell frog and Murray Cod would be the only threatened species significantly affected by any weir. The report says a weir would require substantial financial investment, but a fresh water solution has not been entirely ruled out and South Australia will work with Murray-Darling authorities and the Commonwealth to do whatever is possible. There has been wide concern in the lower lakes region at the Murray mouth about creeping acidification and the prospect of the fresh water lakes being flooded with seawater to save the environment. The draft EIS is open for public comment until April 8. The SA Government still says a 2.6-kilometre long weir remains a last resort option even though it has been forced to do preliminary works at the site.

The Government says a decision on whether to proceed with the $110 million dam project will not be made before June.

The Age - Melbourne, Australia – Wong won't stop High Court water case
South Australia could be onto a winner with its threat to take other states to the High Court over water. Federal Water Minister Penny Wong has refused to tell SA to back off. And she's made it clear she supports an open water market, which is exactly what SA wants. The Murray-Darling Basin states - Queensland, NSW, Victoria and SA - are warring over who gets the little water that is left in the drought-ravaged basin. SA Premier Mike Rann upped the stakes earlier this month when he threatened to take the other states to the High Court to force them to open up the trade in water. At issue is Victoria's cap on buying water out of irrigation districts, which critics say is frustrating efforts to buy up water rights to help the environment.

Senator Wong entered the debate on Friday by saying the commonwealth believed the water market worked best where impediments were removed. "We think the environment, rivers, irrigators, are best served by an open water market, one that is free from barriers," she told reporters. 
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When asked if she thought SA should back off, she did not directly comment. She did not say anything in support of Victoria's cap on water trading. Things were not good between the states on water, Senator Wong noted. "I've been water minister for long enough now that I have an understanding of the frustration of various states against each other," she said.

The federal government is negotiating with the states about lifting Victoria's water trading cap. The constitution says there must be free trade between the states and SA is arguing barriers to water trading are unconstitutional.

By Admin – SA’s water crisis means Murray weir may be only option | watersanity
Adelaide’s water supplies are at “extreme risk levels” and will only worsen unless a weir is built or substantial rain falls in the Murray-Darling Basin, a State Government report warns. The draft environmental impact statement on the proposed temporary weir near Wellington, released yesterday, says “contingency action” is needed to help secure supplies beyond June next year. The report blames the prolonged drought, “historic over-allocation” by upstream jurisdictions and poor management practices for the dire predicament. “As such, water security has reduced to extreme risk levels,” the report states.

“For SA the risk is not simply limited to the quantity of water available for potable (drinking) use through annual inflows or stored water, but water quality remains a major risk. “Particularly given the current deteriorating situation in the Lower Lakes and the outlook for continuing low inflows for the foreseeable future.” Should the weir be built? If a freshwater solution is not found, construction of a 2.6km-wide weir at Pomanda Island, 10km south of Wellington, is seen as the “only feasible option” to help secure supplies beyond June next year. A weir would reduce the likelihood of high-salinity water travelling upstream from the Lower Lakes, which are slowly acidifying because of low inflows.

South Australia has secured 201 gigalitres of “critical human needs” water from the River Murray for 2009-10 but none is promised beyond then because of the drought. “South Australia’s public water supply has become extremely vulnerable, particularly to water quality issues (salinity and algae) and now the added threat of acidification,” the report states.

Reliance on Murray water has increased during the drought because catchments in the Mt Lofty Ranges have “failed to deliver even average contributions to the total potable water use of Adelaide”.

River Murray Minister Karlene Maywald told The Advertiser unless a significant rainfall event occurred in the Murray-Darling Basin soon, the Government would have no choice but to build the weir. “If the worst-case scenario occurs we have to have measures in place to protect drinking supplies – it’s as simple as that,” Ms Maywald said. “Our actions will be based on the reality of a climatic perspective and if we don’t get the flows we need then we will have to build (the weir).”

The report states water from the Murray, which supplies more than 40 per cent of Adelaide’s water, is needed to supplement other supplies from storages in the Mt Lofty Ranges and the Port Stanvac desalination plant. The first water from the 50-gigalitre-a-year desalination plant will be delivered to homes and businesses by December next year.

The release of the report had Lower Lakes leaders reeling yesterday. They said a weir would have “devastating” impacts on their communities and the environment. The Advertiser can reveal the project would cost about $160 million – $140 million more than was first mooted in November 2006. A final decision on the weir is likely to be made before June when crucial Murray-Darling Basin inflow figures are assessed.

Key points in the report are:

MURRAY inflows over the past two years have been insufficient to meet the normal system losses south of the Victoria-SA border.

THERE has been no river discharge to the sea for more than two years.

SOUTH Australia’s diversions from the River Murray are at their lowest level, providing for critical human needs and irrigation only.

WATER quality remains a major risk to potable water supplies.

THE southern bell frog and Murray Cod are likely to be “significantly impacted” if the weir is built.

Alexandrina Mayor Kym McHugh said while the community was hopeful of a freshwater solution; a weir would have a “devastating effect” on Lower Lakes communities.

“`It is going to affect the lives of the people who’ve had that freshwater environment for the past 60 years,” he said.

Opposition - the Lakes will die
Opposition Leader Martin Hamilton-Smith said a weir at Wellington and the “execution of the Lower Lakes” would be the legacy Premier Mike Rann would leave the state. “This is a stunning lack of leadership from Mike Rann – it is as much a failure of his leadership as it is the drought,” he said. Federal Opposition environment spokesman Greg Hunt said the report “locks in Labor’s white flag over the future of the Lower Lakes”. A spokesman for Federal Environment Minister Peter Garrett said he supported the environmental impact statement “in its current form”. Public submissions on the draft report close on April 8. Mr Garrett will then decide whether to grant approval to the State Government to build the weir.
By Jennifer – Jennifer Marohasy » South Australia’s Water Woes Include Much Politics
I have it on good advice, from the cabbie who drove me to the airport in Canberra recently, that South Australian senator Nick Xenophon is the most powerful politician in Australia. Mr Xenophon is certainly demanding the attention of the most powerful politician officially, the Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, by insisting on more water for South Australia in return for the passage of the economic stimulus package. Now he is backing a possible constitutional challenge by South Australia to remove barriers to water trade in Victoria. By backing this legal action, he will in effect be supporting the federal bureaucracy against the states – presumably only because he believes it is the federal government that will act in the interests of South Australia. 
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Given its continual dominance of the national water agenda, it is probably a safe bet. During the Howard years, South Australians, Nick Minchin and Alexandra Downer, ensured cabinet decisions, including on water, never disadvantaged them. 

Now, South Australians can lay claim to not only Mr Xenophon, but also the federal Minister for Climate Change and Water, Penny Wong. Then there is also Senator Sarah Hanson-Young who, also from South Australia, tends to chime in whenever Mr Xenophon takes the running on an issue. Last Friday, she repeated Mr Xenophon’s claim that the survival of South Australia’s Lower Lakes and Coorong was dependent on the Federal Government taking control of the Murray River. Of course it theoretically already has control through the new Murray-Darling Basin Authority. But there’s a snag: neither Ms Wong or Mr Rudd can make it rain. They can try and get more water from places where it is raining, like “Tooralee”, down to South Australia, but it’s a long way, and there will be significant losses along the way. However, there is a simple solution to the problem of the lower lakes and Coorong:  they only need to open the barrages currently holding back the sea for the area to become flooded with seawater as it was when Charles Sturt first visited the area in 1830. But if South Australia started solving its own problems, it might become irrelevant nationally and then they wouldn’t have the most powerful politician in Australia. As I was reading this diatribe from Ms Morohasy I was determined not to comment until I read the last three lines. This so called intellectual who in one of her publications stated tha, “where the water for Adelaide is pumped from at Morgan” I shall say no more, other than we do solve many of our own problems, we are the most efficient irrigators in Australia!

By RobertSimms - Building Resilient Cities | Greens MPs
"The future is here. It's just not widely distributed yet" ~ William Gibson. Take a drive an hour south through the rapidly expanding growth corridor fusing Perth to Mandurah, and you'll fly past a road sign at once hopeful and heartbreaking. 'Sustainable Mandurah Home' it points cheerfully. Somewhere within the featureless expanse of brick and tile sprawl relentlessly consuming the Swan coastal plain, someone has taken the time to build a sustainable home. I have no issue with the house itself; it's an intelligent blend of the state of the art and the bleeding obvious, it didn't cost a fortune to build and it gives visitors a sense that energy and water-efficient homes are comfortable, practical and inexpensive to live in. 

The heartbreak of course, is that this single house vanishes into a sea of tens of thousands of large, nearly identical unsustainable homes built in breathtaking defiance of the basic ground truths of the twenty-first century. 

Cabled to fossil-fired power stations hundreds of kilometres away, entirely dependent on cheap middle-eastern oil for mobility, emergency services and food; this great city is profoundly, utterly vulnerable. We won't really understand the extent of our fossil dependence until its unspoken, gigantic flows of energy; water and resources are suddenly disrupted. Much has been written about cities and sustainability in recent times; there's a wild and creative flowering of theory and practice across our universities and cooperative research centres; demonstration projects are flourishing and whole new disciplines are being established before our eyes. We've known - for a long while - how to build zero carbon houses and office buildings, but the art of building human-scale sustainable cities seemed to be lost to us. After the War, centuries of accumulated planning wisdom were rapidly eclipsed by the overwhelming demands of the private car and its corporate stewards. 

Cheap anywhere-to-anywhere transport spawned an unstoppable proliferation of places that feel like nowhere; a featureless topography of sub-urban sprawl mart development. Tram and bus transit alternatives made suddenly quaint by saturation automobile advertising were purchased and shut down by oil companies, leaving faint but persistent afterimages in the collective memory of our Australian cities. Now we get to turn it around. Public transport is making a comeback: on drawing boards, in the Senate committee hearings taking place around the country, and in our neighbourhoods. Planners are revisiting the idea of urban village archipelagos, networks of medium and high density human-scale settlements linked with safe, fast, frequent public transport. With light rail proposals advancing in Canberra, the Gold Coast, Sydney and Perth, and the proposition of Commonwealth Government public transport funding for the first time in a decade, we may be on the edge of an urban tipping point. Planning world-class public transport for our communities can catalyse a whole series of changes that are not immediately obvious. Public transport works best in high population centres when a critical mass of people are an easy walk or cycle from transfer stations. Densification reduces the urban footprint and can be a major driver for local economies. Embedding a high proportion of affordable housing in these centres, rather than condemning low-income families to the urban fringe, guarantees access to employment and creates the opportunity for vibrant social diversity. 

Halt the sprawl once and for all and we'll be able to protect and restore the ragged biodiversity and watersheds surrounding our cities. The reckless paving over of essential peri-urban agricultural land can also come to an end as we recall farmers and market gardeners to their central place in community life. Electrifying public transport by installing light rail along the key corridors will lighten our vulnerability to rising oil prices and help prevent the horror of future oil wars. Demoting private cars from their pre-eminent position in the planning hierarchy will improve public health and reduce obesity, because every public transport trip starts with a walk or a cycle. All of these ideas are taking shape in real-world neighbourhoods around Australia, but the dominant governance mindset is still the provision of more roads to reduce the congestion spawned by the last round of road building. The resistance from vested interests and path-dependent bureaucratic structures will be fierce and frustrating, but that doesn't make them right: the catastrophe taking shape everywhere between the Arctic Circle and the Murray-Darling Basin is entirely non-negotiable. When climate change or vicious price shocks at the foothills of peak oil take unleaded through $5 a litre, it will be too late to appreciate the heartbreaking irony written into the sign by the highway in Mandurah. The time for lonely demonstration projects by the side of the road is over. 
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With persistence and goodwill it is possible to see our way through to the resilient city: the design and re-working of ecologically sane, human-centred communities that will be genuinely at home in the twenty-first century. 

15th
Adelaide Independent Weekly - Adelaide, South Australia, Australia – Don't bank on the riverbank
A State Government report has failed to identify the reason the River Murray bank collapsed at Long Island Marina near Murray Bridge. About 70m of riverbank fell into the river at the marina early in February, taking with it three cars and numerous gum trees. The Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation report says soil from the collapse was below water and could not be tested, so it couldn’t tell what caused the landslide.

It found the remaining bank was too dangerous to approach for testing. Substantial landslides sent the riverbank into the Murray four times last month alone. On 7 February, a man had to jump to save his life when 50m of a private beach slid into the river at Tailem Bend, submerging willow trees and a boat. There was another landslip at Long Island Marina when a further 75m of riverbank fell into the water – as predicted by the DWLBC report.

And a third happened at Willow Point near Jervois, when an entire jetty and boat ramp disappeared into the water, and a week later a landslide near Mypolonga left two pumping sheds hanging precariously over the water, meaning several irrigators had to go without water for days. State Opposition River Murray spokesperson Adrian Pederick said the landslides would continue until inflows to the Lower Murray returned, and called on the State Government to audit public riverbanks and identify those at risk. Riverbank collapses were first reported along the Lower Murray two years ago, when water levels began falling to unprecedented lows. 

Adelaide Independent Weekly - Adelaide, South Australia, Australia – High Court challenge may never happen
SA Premier Mike Rann’s much-touted High Court challenge to the Murray-Darling agreement remains more threat than reality, according to key players. Mr Rann told Parliament last week that the Government was developing a “constitutional court challenge I am prepared to take all the way to the High Court of Australia”. Constitutional challenges don’t “go all the way” to the High Court – they automatically start and finish there – but the Premier stopped short of promising it would definitely go ahead. The Opposition says that by going to the High Court, Mr Rann would be challenging the very document he signed with the other states.

Liberals say the talk was a ruse to divert attention from the Government’s request to the commonwealth to approve a dam across the River Murray at Wellington. The Government yesterday released a draft environmental impact statement which claims the Murray and Lower Lakes are so ruined that the dam, which it calls a “temporary weir”, can’t make it worse.

“The impacts of drought and human activities which have created low flows in the Murray-Darling Basin are so severe that the proposed temporary weir is expected to not significantly further impact upon them,” it says. But the draft EIS admits the dam would risk increasing acid production in Lake Alexandrina as well as increasing heavy metals and salts in the River Murray and Lakes, and significantly impact on the southern bell frog and the Murray Cod.

Opposition Leader Martin Hamilton- Smith said the Government had already made its decision about the weir – with preliminary works already underway – and that decision was to flood them with seawater. “Once the Lower Lakes are flooded – they’ll never be recovered,” Mr Hamilton- Smith said. “If the Government was seriously pursuing freshwater as an option, it would have spent this money on buying water for the lakes rather than building access roads at the proposed site.” The Greens were also critical. “A weir at Wellington will transform the mighty Murray into a narrow pond. If this weir is built, the enduring legacy of the Rann Labor Government will be the death of Australia’s once-great Murray River,” Greens MLC Mark Parnell said. 

Bendigo Advertiser - Bendigo, Victoria, Australia – Plan for creek runs dry
Member for Bendigo West Bob Cameron has poured cold water on a proposal from City of Greater Bendigo Mayor Kevin Gibbins to dam a section of the Bendigo Creek. The Advertiser reported yesterday that Cr Gibbins believed storing storm water in a section of the Bendigo Creek near Huntly would help ease the city’s water woes. Mr Cameron has branded Cr Gibbins a “Liberal mayor” who is using the proposal to cover up his opposition to the superpipe, which was backed by the State Government. Mr Cameron yesterday released a 2006 letter from Goulburn-Murray Water to Nationals MP Damian Drum.

It shows the Murray-Darling Basin cap stipulates that no more than 1000ML of water can be taken from the Bendigo Creek annually. “Claims by the Liberal mayor that over 9000ML per year can simply be dammed is just plain wrong,” Mr Cameron said. “Labor’s superpipe can pump 20,000ML of water per year, but still the Liberal-National parties are opposed. “The superpipe plan stopped us running out of water last summer, stopped us running out of water this summer, and means Coliban Water has more than two-and-a-half years of water in reserve today. “The Liberal-National parties vehemently opposed Coliban Water buying Goulburn-Murray water entitlements. “If they are not buying entitlements and only relying on storm water allowed to be taken from Bendigo Creek, we would be left totally up the creek.” Cr Gibbins and Mr Drum were not available for comment yesterday. 

By Lyn Calcutt - Public Opinion
This time next week we Queenslanders will be off to the polls, but this fact could easily pass you by unless you were paying close attention. Suspense levels are around zero. We've had a cyclone and now we're having an oil spill catastrophe to relieve the tedium, which is just as well because the one election debate wasn't even broadcast on telly. 
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One friend said "Why is Anna Bligh spending money on a stadium when our hospitals are in crisis?", which perfectly echoed Lawrence Springborg's line. Since she lives on the Gold Coast and the local paper has been getting stuck into Springborg all week over the stadium, it said something interesting about media consumption. She's voting for a Daylight Savings mob instead of Springborg, which may or may not be worthy of note. Another friend is peed off because Anna Bligh made his favourite fishing spot a no fishing zone, but he can't stomach Springborg either. 

The younger voters I know got a kick out of Springborg saying 'oblivity', when he presumably meant oblivion, but his chances of being able to keep them supplied with the stuff of linguistic sport won't stop them voting Green or, failing that option, someone with a silly name. One theory has it that the campaign will begin in earnest this week and voters will start paying attention. That may be right, but it's hard to imagine at this point. Bligh and Springborg will both be up against footage of wildlife rescuers crash tackling oil-slicked pelicans. No prizes for guessing which news segment is more likely to get viewers' attention.

Dean Jaensch – Strip Sates of water powers

When the Prime Minister and premiers emerged from a COAG meeting in 2008, they announced a historic water agreement. Within weeks of the announcement, it was clear that there were problems with it. After eight months, it is obvious the agreement is an abject failure. Kevin Rudd's promise to fix federalism and to bring in an era of co-operation between the two spheres of government has gone the way of all previous attempts. Consider the following factors, which establish "co-operative federalism" is an oxymoron. The so-called independent commission is unable to use its full powers until the current agreements in and between the states run out, in some cases not until 2014. A bit late for dealing with the water crisis. 

Then there's Queensland Opposition Leader Lawrence Springborg's statement that, if elected, he will pull out of the agreement. 

New South Wales refuses to change its control of water in Menindee Lakes. Victoria refuses to even consider amending its 4 per cent limit on water trading. Premier Mike Rann has started a process to take Victoria to the High Court. He was opposed to such an action only a short time ago but, with an election approaching, and water a potential election issue, the court action is now on. But that will take time. Preparing the case, finding a space in the court's program, putting the case and waiting for the verdict could well take us past the 2010 election. Further, it will solve only one of the problems by dealing (we hope) with the issue of the Victorian cap on water trading. It would still leave most of the fatally flawed water agreement. There seems to be only one solution: the Prime Minister has to bite the bullet and remove all powers of the states over water. It will mean Mr Rudd has to make a serious and rapid decision. 

His first year in office was the epitome of his long career as a senior bureaucrat - set up inquiries, projects, committees and meetings of great minds. But, when faced with the global financial crisis, he managed to make a sudden decision which involved giving out billions of dollars. Now he knows how to do it, he should apply this decision-making talent to water. 

What everyone knows, except probably the state premiers, is the immediate necessity of the formation of a national water commission which is independent of governments and political parties, and is answerable only to the national Parliament. It would be a body similar to the High Court - members appointed by government but then able to act independently of any government, and in the national interest. Mr Rudd needs to set in process an Act of the Commonwealth Parliament to establish such a commission. This would force MPs, and especially senators, to decide what is more important: the national interest (forcing co-operative federalism) or state self-interest. 

It would put some MPs, especially Queensland Nationals and Liberals, under a real strain, after their state leader's decision to pull out. In fact, all three parties may have some difficulty in reaching a unified party line. It would force all members of the Federal Parliament to decide where their loyalties lie. It would be not only an interesting and boisterous debate but produce a decision which would have wide ramifications for the future of federalism, not just the future of water. For that reason alone, bring it on. But, to start the process of replacing the now-useless 2008 Murray-Darling agreement needs one thing: 

· conviction, determination and courage from the Prime Minister. 

It's time to harvest our stormwater
Adelaide’s water supplies are at risk because of decades of inaction from successive governments.
This neglect is now starting to collide with reality as the draft environmental report into a proposed weir across the Murray is released, warning that unless the weir is built our future supplies are at risk.

We find ourselves in this critical situation mainly because of decades of dithering over water infrastructure.

For too long, this state has resisted moves to build new dams or look at ways of harvesting our stormwater because of the old adage – "the Murray will always be there".

How times change. Rainfall patterns have dramatically altered and, as a result, this nation is going through the worst drought in living memory.

This has left the State Government playing catch-up and also open to criticism for not having done enough to try to combat the situation.

The Government has appeared relatively flatfooted and it was only after the Opposition stole the march on the issue of desalination that Labor wholeheartedly embraced the concept.

Apart from the economy, water is looming as a major issue at the 2010 state election and Premier Mike Rann appears to have been stung into action with his recent plans for a High Court challenge.

Now, however, the state must turn its attention to the future. What this latest draft report shows is that we cannot rely on the Murray and any decision to build the weir will lead to an even greater environmental disaster.

This is a strong case for the expansion of the proposed desalination plant, for which the State Government is seeking federal money.

Any risk to water supply is an electoral test for Mr Rann as he negotiates an electoral cycle already plagued by the economic crisis. This creates fertile ground for the Opposition who will argue that voters are suffering because of Labor inaction.

The Government needs to be pursuing innovative solutions such as more stormwater harvesting.

It also must redouble efforts to convince Prime Minister Kevin Rudd to allocate the $400 million extra in funding needed to double the capacity of the Port Stanvac desalination plant.

Sunday mail - Disaster fear after Murray bank collapse
In just seconds, tens of thousands of tonnes of dirt, a section of road and massive trees were lost as the bank, on the outskirts of Murray Bridge, fell into the river. A photo taken on February 4 shows the riverbank intact, a large crack the only hint that the ground was fracturing. Just 10 days later, the bank was wiped off the map at 4pm. Long Island marina operator Bob Hall is the unlucky land owner who suddenly saw his property downsized last month. A chunk of land 30m wide and 50m long broke off - one of 25 bank collapses in the past 12 months in a 15km stretch between the town and upstream Mypolonga. 

Mr Hall, part owner of the marina, said the landslides would have been disastrous if houseboats laden with holidaymakers had been moored at the river's edge. 

'There's now a collapse every other day and we've been trying to tell the Government over the past 18 months that they would end up in trouble, but they wouldn't listen," Mr Hall said. "We're going to end up without a river because it's just falling in." 

This week, another 30m-wide by 40m-long section of bank fell into the river near Mr Hall's property, threatening to rupture a major sewerage pipe. This week, SA Water will begin urgent works to install a temporary pipe to divert the sewerage further from the vulnerable pipe. SA Water said the pipe could fall into the river or crack if there were further collapses. 

Spokesman Steve Rose said a temporary bypass wastewater pipeline near the marina would allow the section of pipeline close to the river bank to be decommissioned while long-term options were investigated. Kathryn Rothe, project manager of the Mannum to Wellington Local Action Planning Committee, said the boating industry was at high risk from the bank falls. 

The Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation Department's general manager for River Murray works and measures, Rajiv Mouveri, said factors contributing to banks collapsing included soil compacting due to lower water levels, instability in man-made structures and large trees protruding from the river. He said the department's main focus was on public safety with warnings sent to residents, signs erected and dangerous areas cordoned off. "We are taking a risk mitigation approach . . . we have identified 10 locations that are high-risk areas," he said. Councils, ETSA and government agencies are all carrying out risk assessments to protect infrastructure such as Stobie poles and transformers.

By irinab - Australia’s Epic Drought, a Warning of Global Water Scarcity: “The Biggest Dry”
At Circle of Blue we’ve just published our comprehensive report, “The Biggest Dry,” from Australia’s Murray-Darling Basin, the epicenter of the continent’s drought and a far-reaching water crisis. The reality of the situation is grim for Australia and potentially the world: tragic bush fires, drying wetlands, dying forests, failing crops and depressed communities. But we also find some good news. People are resilient, full of ideas and ask deep questions. That’s why next week we’re also launching a special Idea Central event — one of the most innovative, powerful ways for Australians and others to share their thoughts on the crisis in the Murray-Darling Basin, and be part of the solution. In the words of one of our colleagues, 
“We’re seeking new problems.” People are prepared to make a difference - this is the place to roll up the sleeves and get to work. As journalists we usually report the news and move on. In Australia our team reports the stories from the front lines with usual depth, clarity and context, but this time we’ve got a chance to reach beyond and illuminate the solutions.
Australia’s Epic Drought, a Warning of Global Water Scarcity: 

· Water crisis cripples SE Australia’s agriculture, environment, economy and culture, Circle of Blue reports

The Biggest Dry: - Climate change and drought sweep Australia’s Murray-Darling Basin “A diabolical problem emerging for the world,” experts say. Not since the American Dust Bowl of the early 20th century has an industrialized nation sustained more damage from drought and water scarcity in its prime food-growing region than in Australia’s Murray-Darling Basin. This, according to an extensive multimedia report published by Circle of Blue, the nonpartisan journalism and scientific research organization that covers global water issues. In “The Biggest Dry: Australia’s Epic Drought is a Global Warning,” Circle of Blue reports that drought is damaging the nation’s ability to feed itself and the expanding hunger of the world. It is imposing profound changes on the land, pushing people out of their homes, aggravating long-simmering tensions between the government and Australia’s indigenous people, and causing mass die-offs of plants and animals. It is forcing the Commonwealth and four states to agree on new ways to govern in order to secure and manage water. Over $12 billion in public funds have been committed to modernize infrastructure and change growing techniques in order to conserve declining water supplies. “Australia is at the vanguard of a major shift in how we as developed, agricultural nations thrive, survive or fail in coping with a much drier 21st century water environment,” Ganter said. While the immediate reality of the situation may be grim for Australia  and potentially the world - tragic bush fires, drying wetlands, dying forests of red gum trees, failing crops and depressed communities - Circle of Blue finds resilient people rich with ideas and inquiry. The world watches and learns. Officials in other nations are taking special note of Australia’s challenges. It is the first industrialized nation in modern times to contend with such severe and prolonged drought in its prime food-growing region. It won’t be the only one, assert food, water and climate experts. 
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South America’s grain-growing region is drying up. Italy, France and Spain have contended with moisture shortages in 
recent years. The American Southwest is in the seventh year of a steadily worsening drought that has lowered water levels by 100 feet in Lake Mead and Lake Powell, two of the largest reservoirs on earth. For the second straight year, the moisture content is far below normal in California’s Sierra Nevada snowpack, which provides 60 percent of the state’s water and nearly all of it for the irrigated Central Valley farm region. On February 28, California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger declared a state drought emergency, calling for dramatic cuts in city and agricultural water use.

“What we need to do in the world is to take the best ideas, like how we use water, and share them as rapidly as we can all the way ’round the world,” Australian science author Julian Cribb tells Circle of Blue. “So the very best ideas from the Murray-Darling basin need to be shared with the people who are critically short of water in India and China. The North China plain is critically short of water. The Ogallala aquifer in the United States is critically short of water. We’re critically short of water in the Middle East and places like that. And when the Himalayan glaciers melt, finally, there’s going to be absolute crisis in the north Indian grain bowl. So the ideas for how you use scare water are going to be absolutely central to the destiny of the human race.” 

In addition to coverage of global water issues published daily on its site, WaterNews, Circle of Blue’s front-line reporting on the water crisis, ranging from the United States, to Inner Mongolia, Mexico and Tibet, has been referenced widely by major news and policy organizations; the Council on Foreign Relations has called it a “must read.” Circle of Blue receives funding from foundations, companies and individuals while ascribing to strict journalistic ethics standards.

Reporting of “The Biggest Dry” is supported by a major grant from the Alpern Family Foundation.

At a glance The Murray-Darling Basin is experiencing a 12-year drought, the worst since the Federation Drought that ended in 1902. The Basin is highly regulated via dams, weirs and locks. The Murray River is water-starved: it fails to reach the ocean 40 percent of the time. Australia’s Bureau of Meteorology predicts that within two to three decades, drought will occur twice as often and be twice as severe throughout the continent. Drought conditions in 2007 and 2008 brought Australia’s national sheep herd to its lowest numbers since the 1920s. The Northern Victoria Irrigation Renewal Project is the largest 
irrigation restoration program in the world.
In 2007 the World Wildlife Fund named the Murray-Darling one of the “world’s top ten rivers at risk.” The Murray-Darling Basin encompasses 14 percent of Australia’s land mass and generates 39 percent of the national farm income. The Basin produces 53 percent of Australia’s cereal grain, 95 percent of its orange crop and 54 percent of its apple harvest. Australia’s rice is grown exclusively in the Basin, and drought in the Murray-Darling Basin contributed to the global rice shortage of 2008. Seventy percent of Australia’s irrigated farmlands and pastures lie within the Basin, but it receives only 6 percent of Australia’s annual rainfall. The vast farming region, bounded on the south by the Murray River, and on the west by its sister, the Darling, is one of the most vital sources of fruits, grains and protein on the planet. About Circle of Blue Circle of Blue is the international, nonpartisan network of leading journalists, scientists and communications design experts reporting the global fresh water crisis. It is a nonprofit affiliate of the international water, climate and policy think tank, the Pacific 
Institute, and publishes WaterNews, the daily go-to source for global water news and data. Circle of Blue has presented at the Aspen Ideas Festival, Aspen Environment Forum, and the World Economic Forum. 
Circle of Blue adheres to the Society of Professional Journalists Code of Ethics. It received initial development funding from the Ford Foundation. Circle of Blue is also co-founder of Designing Water’s Future, the international contest that challenges cross-disciplinary student teams from colleges and universities around the world to develop communications design solutions focused on the water crisis.

